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New Jer sey Viet nam Vet er ans' Memorial 



BY-LAWS

Article I. Title
The As so ci a tion shall be known as the 196th Light In fan try Bri gade As so ci a tion.

Article II. Aims and Objectives
Sec tion 1. To pre serve and fos ter the spirit of fel low ship among for mer and pos si ble fu ture mem bers of the
196th Light In fan try Bri gade, U.S. Army, and pro vide an or ga ni za tion through which they may unite in bonds
of com rade ship.

Sec tion 2. To com mem o rate the mem ory of sol diers who gave their lives in the ser vice of their coun try.

Sec tion 3. To sup port a na tional mil i tary that will pro mote sta bil ity and peace through out the world.

Sec tion 4. To fos ter pub lic un der stand ing and sup port of the United States Army.

Sec tion 5. To pro mote and per pet u ate those Army and unit tra di tions that con trib ute to es prit de corps and su pe -
rior per for mance of duty.

Article III. Membership
Sec tion 1. Mem ber ship in the 196th Light In fan try Bri gade As so ci a tion shall be open to any sol dier, ac tive, re -
tired or hon or ably dis charged Vet eran, who served or was at tached to the 196th Light In fan try Bri gade dur ing
its ac tive ser vice.

Sec tion 2. Terms of Mem ber ship. Mem ber ship in the As so ci a tion shall re main in force so long as the mem ber
main tains cur rent sta tus by pay ment of pre scribed dues.

Article IV. Officers
Sec tion 1. Enu mer a tion. The Of fi cers of the As so ci a tion shall be a Pres i dent who shall be the Chief Ex ec u tive
Of fi cer, a Vice Pres i dent, a Sec re tary and a Trea surer.

Sec tion 2. Du ties. The Of fi cers of the As so ci a tion shall ad min is ter the af fairs of the As so ci a tion in ac cor dance
with the By-Laws.

Sec tion 3. Terms and Elec tion. The Pres i dent and the Vice Pres i dent shall be elected by the mem ber ship, as pro -
vided in these By-Laws. The terms of of fice of the Pres i dent and Vice Pres i dent shall be two (2) years, and they 
shall be el i gi ble for re elec tion. The other of fi cers shall be ap pointed by the Pres i dent.

Sec tion 4. Va can cies in Elec tive Of fices. If the Pres i dent va cates his of fice dur ing his term, the Vice Pres i dent
shall suc ceed thereto.

Sec tion 5. Hon or ary Pres i dents. The Hon or ary Pres i dency of the As so ci a tion may be ten dered af ter elec tion by
the mem ber ship. 

ON THE COVER: The cen ter piece of the New Jer sey Viet nam Vet er ans' Me mo rial con sists of three over-sized stat ues cast in bronze.
They rep re sent the sol diers who were wounded or killed in South east Asia, the women who served, and all those who even tu ally came 
home. De signed by Thomas Jay War ren of Tren ton, New Jer sey, they are sur rounded by the Wall con tain ing 1,563 names.
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TREA SURER'S RE PORT

As of 8 March 2021, the 196th ac counts con tain:
                          Check ing: $39,772
                            Sav ings: $32,896
Ed ward Jones investment: $83,527
                              To tal: $156,195
Statue Me mo rial Fund: Will be in cluded with the enclosed ar ti cle re gard ing the prog ress of the statue.
           This news let ter is an tic i pated to cost ap prox i mately$13,000. There will be ad di tional ex penses for the statue of

$28,000, and $5,000 for a com mem o ra tive plaque at the US Army Mu seum.
Dave Eichhorn, Trea surer

Pres i dent's Mes sage

 
To all of our 196th mem bers and broth er hood,

 I hope that all of you are feel ing and do ing well. I re al ize the vi rus has taken its toll on so many of us. I pray that this
year it would be cleansed from the face of the earth so that we may go on with our lives with our fam i lies and our friends.
I know that many of us counted on see ing each other again this year. I was happy to see that al most ev ery one agreed to
can cel for this year.

We have re sched uled for 2022 at Get tys burg with the same two ho tels. The Wyndham and Court yard by Marriott both 
next to each other on Pres i den tial Cir cle. The dates will be Sunday July 17th for early ar riv als through Mon day July 25th.
Reg is tra tion will be on Wednes day July 21st. The sin gle rate per room will be $132. As in the past Armed Forces Re -
unions Pres i dent Molly Dey Will be co or di nat ing the event and will reach out to all of you with your packages.

I can not wait to see all of you again.

On an other note I want to re mind you that there are still those of you who have not put in a VA claim for your ser vice
re lated health prob lems. All you have to do is call me at 201-206-7430. I nor mally talk to Vets at 7:00 p.m. at night and
on the same night I com plete the claim and fax it on the same night. Please don’t hes i tate. Pretty soon the ma jor ity of us
will be en ter ing the fourth quar ter. Time is of the es sence. Call me.

In clos ing, I pray that all of you stay safe and have a pros per ous and healthy year.

Yours truly,

Mi chael Timmerman

Pres i dent
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By Gary L. Noller

The 196th Light In fan try Bri gade me mo rial mon u ment
is near ing com ple tion and will be in stalled at the Walk of
Honor in the very near fu ture.  The Walk of Honor is lo -
cated on the grounds of the Na tional In fan try Mu seum
near Fort Benning, Geor gia.

The me mo rial is com posed of two parts- a
larger-than-life sculp ture of two sol diers and a me mo rial
plaque.  The bronze sculp ture shows a sol dier as sist ing a

196th LIB Me mo rial Mon u ment Nears Com ple tion

wounded brother in need of care.  The sculp tor is Sa rah E.
Hahn of Co lum bus, Ohio.

On March 1 Ms. Hahn pro vided an up date of the man u -
fac ture and as sem bly of this ma jor work.  She said, “It’s in 
pieces right now and they are start ing to as sem ble it.  My
plan is to visit soon to see their prog ress and will send pic -

tures then.  They have sent some of the pro cess shots.”
Dave Eichhorn is the 196th LIB As so ci a tion rep re sen -

ta tive in charge of the me mo rial con struc tion and in stal la -
tion.  Dave is the trea surer of the 196th LIB As so ci a tion as 
well as the na tional com mander of the Americal Di vi sion
Vet er ans As so ci a tion.
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Fund ing for the me mo rial was raised by mem bers of
the 196th LIB Assn, the 196th LIB Assn trea sury, the
Americal Leg acy Foun da tion, and other in ter ested par ties.  
Do na tions are still be ing ac cepted and may be sent to Dave 
Eichhorn at the ad dress be low.

Hanh also pro vide de tails about the in stal la tion of the
me mo rial,  She stated, “The foundry is plan ning on in stall -
ing the piece in late April early May.  The con crete pad is
go ing in as early as next week, de pend ing on the weather. 
We are squared away with the gran ite and plaque de tails
and I will for ward the fi nal proof of the plaque be fore it is
made for a fi nal re view.”

The word ing on the pro posed plaque is shown be low.

196th In fan try Bri gade
Charg ers
Viet nam

Au gust 1966 to May 1967 – Tay Ninh – 196th (Sep a rate)
May 1967 to Sep tem ber 1967 – Chu Lai – 196th

(Sep a rate)
Sep tem ber 1967 to No vem ber 1971 – Chu Lai – 23d

In fan try Di vi sion (Americal)
No vem ber 1971 to June 1972 – Da Nang- 196th

(Sep a rate)
Ca su al ties: 1188 Killed in Ac tion         5591 Wounded in 

Ac tion

Eichhorn has re quested that the de scrip tion 23rd In fan -
try Di vi sion (Americal) be changed to read Americal Di vi -
sion (23rd In fan try Div.) to com ply with the more fa mil iar
and used name of the di vi sion.

Ms. Hahn is an ac com plished sculp tor with many fine
works to her credit.  She ob tained a Bach e lor of Fine Arts
De gree from Ohio Wes leyan Uni ver sity in 2008 and a
Mas ter of Fine Arts from the Uni ver sity of Ken tucky in
2012.

She says of her work, “Re cently I have been teach ing
ad junct at sev eral col leges/uni ver si ties in var i ous states. I
cur rently re side in Co lum bus, Ohio, cre at ing art and pur su -
ing op por tu ni ties in the ce ram ics world. Along with teach -
ing and my in volve ment in lo cal art or ga ni za tions, I have
been fea tured in na tional and in ter na tional shows. Though
my fo cus is sculp tural, I pur sue all as pects of ce ram ics
with the same pas sion, in clud ing pot tery. Please take a
min ute to look over my site, and I hope to see you at one
of my up com ing shows.  It’s been a priv i lege to work on
this pro ject and I look for ward to see ing it in stalled.”

Ms. Hahn will cre ate mod els of the 196th me mo rial
mon u ment and pro vide them for sale to the pub lic.  The
model will re tail for $2,800.  Each model will be cus tom

made at the same foundry as the ma jor piece.  One of the
pho tos with this ar ti cle shows com po nents of the large
sculp ture as well as com po nents of the model sculp ture. 
Ad di tional in for ma tion may be ob tained at
www.sehahnstudio.com.

Email may be sent to sehahn3@gmail.com.

The Walk of Honor con sists of about a hun dred me mo -
rial mon u ments ded i cated to in fan try units.  The Americal
Leg acy Foun da tion com pleted a mon u ment hon or ing
Americal Di vi sion and 23rd In fan try Di vi sion vet er ans in
2010.  

At last re port the Walk of Honor was full but ad di tional 
space for more mon u ments is be ing con sid ered.  The 196th 
LIB Assn. se cured its me mo rial lo ca tion four years ago. 
Vet er ans in ter ested in re ceiv ing as sis tance for a fu ture unit 
me mo rial on the Walk of Honor may re quest as sis tance
from the Americal Leg acy Foun da tion.

A for mal ded i ca tion date for the 196th me mo rial has
not been set at this time.  One pro posal is to hold the ded i -
ca tion in con junc tion with a ded i ca tion of the re cently in -
stalled Americal Avi a tion Mon u ment at Ft. Rucker,
Al a bama.  The two lo ca tions are about 100 miles apart.

Do na tions to help pay the cost of the me mo rial may be
sent to Dave Eichhorn, 196 LIB Assn. Trea surer, 328
Deming Rd., Flem ing, OH, 45729.

196th LIB Me mo rial Mon u ment Nears Com ple tion (cont.)
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In 1998, a group of 196th vet er ans de cided to raise $5,000 to spon sor one of the 366 gran ite pan els of the pro posed
New Jer sey Viet nam Vet eran's Me mo rial. They were suc cess ful and the 196th be came one of the few units cred ited as a
ma jor spon sor when the me mo rial opened. Each panel rep re sents a day of the year, and con tains the names of the New
Jer sey KIAs on that day. The 196th group spon sored the panel for No vem ber 13th in trib ute to Mi chael Macarell. Mike
was an orig i nal mem ber of the 196th and served in the 3rd pla toon, Com pany C, 4/31. He was killed dur ing an am bush of
his pla toon on the slopes of Nui Ba Den, Tay Ninh in 1966.  There are 45 sol diers from the 196th me mo ri al ized on the
pan els of the New Jer sey Viet nam Vet eran's Me mo rial.

The New Jer sey Viet nam Vet er ans’ Me mo rial Foun da tion of fers the Com plete Viet nam Era Ex pe ri ence

The New Jer sey Viet nam Vet er ans’ Me mo rial Foun da tion is com mit ted to shar ing the ex pe ri ences of the Viet nam War 
Era and its en dur ing leg acy with fu ture gen er a tions.  

Our Me mo rial rec og nizes the valor of New Jer sey’s Vet er ans and the sac ri fices of their fam i lies and com mu ni ties. Our 
Mu seum col lec tions en cour age learn ing by ex plor ing the Viet nam War Era through an in clu sive and ob jec tive lens.

Vis i tors are in vited to learn about the com plex his tory of the Viet nam War era at the Viet nam Era Mu seum and New
Jer sey Viet nam Vet er ans’ Me mo rial, lo cated ad ja cent to one an other in Holmdel, New Jer sey.

The Me mo rial

The New Jer sey Viet nam Vet er ans’ Me mo rial is a
pow er ful trib ute to those who served our coun try dur ing the
Viet nam War, spe cif i cally the 1,562 New Jer sey men and
one woman who did not re turn home.

The dom i nat ing fo cus, the Me mo rial Wall, is an open-air, 
cir cu lar pa vil ion with two tun nels act ing as en trances to sym -
bol ize the trip the sol diers took to Viet nam. Lin ing the out -
side are 366 8-foot black gran ite pan els — each rep re sent ing
one day of the year — fea tur ing the names of Viet nam Era
ca su al ties, listed ac cord ing to the day they died while serv -
ing.

The Me mo rial is ori ented so that the May 7 panel points
to ward Viet nam to com mem o rate the day the war ended. A
red oak, the state tree of New Jer sey, is lo cated at the cen ter
of the cir cu lar pa vil ion, pro vid ing shade for the statue by Tren ton sculp tor Thomas Jay War ren de pict ing three di verse
fig ures: a nurse tend ing to the wounds of a dy ing sol dier, and an other sol dier stand ing by their side. The stat ues rep re sent
those who died, the women who aided in the war, and those who came back safely. 

The Mu seum

Ded i cated in Sep tem ber 1998, the Viet nam Era Mu seum is the first
and only Viet nam War Era mu seum in the United States, pro vid ing po lit i -
cal, cul tural, and his tor i cal con text for the Me mo rial. The Mu seum helps
vis i tors gain an un der stand ing of the con flict in South east Asia, the sur -
round ing po lit i cal strife in Amer ica, and its last ing im pact on Amer i can
cul ture, with an em pha sis on ex pe ri ences in New Jer sey.

Vis i tors to the Mu seum learn about the forces that pro duced the con flict 
abroad and the dis sen sion at home. Through di verse ma te ri als and ex hi bi -
tions, vis i tors gain an un der stand ing of the sig nif i cance of the Me mo rial,
the re al ity of the con flict, and the so cial, po lit i cal, and cul tural com plex i -
ties of the Viet nam Era. 

196th LIB Con nec tion to the 
New Jer sey Viet nam Vet eran's Memorial
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Cov er ing the walls of the Mu seum is a chro nol ogy of the Era that pres -
ents a his tor i cal rec ol lec tion of the events, shown in two con cur rent
timelines — one re flect ing the ac tiv ity in Viet nam and the other re flect ing
po lit i cal, cul tural, and his tor i cal events in the United States.

Com ple ment ing the his toric timeline is the Cir cle of Let ters, a chro no -
log i cal dis play of items col lected from those who served and their sup port -
ers back home. Tem po rary ex hib its fo cus on a va ri ety of top ics re lated to
the Viet nam Era, from mu sic to me dia to awards and med als, fur ther en -
hanc ing vis i tors’ un der stand ing of this com plex time in his tory.

Vis i tors are also in vited to visit the ad di tional fea tures across the Me mo -
rial cam pus:

The Huey Pro ject, which cel e brates the 7,000 Huey he li cop ters that op er ated in Viet nam and fea tures a re stored

Bell UH-1 Ir o quois he li cop ter that served as a sym bol of the United States com bat forces during the war;

·The U.S. War Dogs Me mo rial, which hon ors our na tion’s mil i tary ser vice dogs and their han dlers – past, pres ent,

and fu ture. The Me mo rial, de signed by sculp tor Bruce Lindsay, con sists of a bronze statue of a kneel ing sol dier

and his dog, set on a black granite base;

·The Viet nam ese-Amer i can Mon u ment, which hon ors the sac ri fices of the Viet nam ese sol diers who fought

along side Amer i can forces dur ing the Viet nam War, many of whom be came Amer i cans citizens;

·The Women Vet er ans Med i ta tion Gar den, which is a last ing trib ute to the thou sands of women — both mil i tary

and ci vil ian — who served dur ing the Viet nam Era and con tinue to serve to day. The Gar den in cludes a foun tain, a 

cov ered per gola with benches, and a va ri ety of plants cho sen to pro vide color and tex ture year-round. The

Gar den pays spe cial honor to Cap tain El ea nor Grace Al ex an der, the only woman from New Jer sey hon ored at the 

Me mo rial af ter los ing her life in service in Vietnam; 

·The NJ Gold Star Me mo rial, which in cludes three stat ues of fam ily mem bers placed along side an obe lisk that

shares the mean ing be hind the Mon u ment hon or ing the sac ri fices of those fam i lies who have a lost a loved one in 

de fense of our country; and 

·The Pur ple Heart Me mo rial, which hon ors the re cip i ents of the na tion’s old est mil i tary dec o ra tion. 

As You Were: Ste phen Warner – Words and Im ages from Viet nam

The cur rent tem po rary ex hibit, “As You Were: Ste phen Warner – Words and Im ages from Viet nam,” is on cur rently
on dis play at the Viet nam Era Mu seum. It tells a story of the Viet nam War and Era from the per spec tive of some one who
ex pe ri enced it: Ste phen Henry Warner, who was op posed to the war in Viet nam, yet will ing to risk his life as he took part
in it.

Born and raised in Skillman, N.J., Warner grad u ated from Prince ton High School in 1964 and con tin ued his stud ies at
Get tys burg Col lege, where he be came a vo cal leader of the anti-war pro test move ment on cam pus. Warner grad u ated with 
top hon ors in 1968 and at tended Yale Law School for one year be fore he re ceived his draft no tice. Warner was in ducted
into the United States Army and sent to Ba sic Train ing at Fort Dix, and he ar rived in Viet nam on March 23, 1970, and
was as signed to the Army In for ma tion Of fice at Long Binh.

As an In for ma tion Of fi cer, he was given a pass that al lowed him to travel freely through out the coun try. He spent
weeks in the field with var i ous units, re ject ing the com forts of Long Binh and em brac ing the harsh re al i ties of life as a
grunt. In do ing so, he gained a unique per spec tive of the war and the peo ple in volved in it.

On Feb ru ary 14, 1971, Warner ac com pa nied a road con struc tion crew that was work ing in ter ri tory con trolled by the
North Viet nam ese Army. The group was am bushed, and the ve hi cle that Warner was rid ing in was hit by an en emy
rocket. He was killed in ac tion one week be fore his 25th birth day and two weeks be fore he was sched uled to re turn home.

His story is told at the Viet nam Era Mu seum through the pho to graphs he took and words he wrote, both in let ters to
loved ones and in the note books he kept while serv ing in Viet nam. (Visit: www.njvvmf.org)

New Jer sey Viet nam Vet eran's Me mo rial (cont.)
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  It is an tic i pated that the statue will be in place on the Walk of Honor at the US Army In fan try Mu seum close to Fort
Benning, Geor gia, by the mid dle of May, 2021. A ten ta tive ded i ca tion date is around 29 Mar 2022 to co in cide with the
Firebase MaryAnn re union. More in for ma tion will be pro vided in the next news let ter around the end of this year.
The fol low ing do na tions were re ceived from fol low ing

196th LIB As so ci a tion                $30,000
Americal Leg acy Foun da tion     $10,000
$3,203 was col lected in cash anon y mously from mem bers at tend ing the re union
Amer i can Le gion Post #239 Tigerton, WI do nated $200 on be half of mem bers Bob Frank ,Ger ald E. Murray 

and James M. Wickersheim
John Maloney’s VFW Post do nated $2000 to me mo rial
We had 243 mem bers make do na tions, to tal of $37,630, the larg est be ing $5000

A list of all con tri bu tors do nat ing $100 or more:

The fol low ing do nated
$1000 or more
Jo seph Czubaki
Ed DenBraven
Da vid D. Eichhorn
Gary Noller
Paul Ramsperger
Jim Simms
Bill Stull

$500-$999
Don DeGain
Rob ert G. Frank
Rob ert E. Garst
MG Fredrick J. Kroesen
Marvin L Love less
Jerry B. McGrath
Allen J. Piantkowski in
mem ory of his brother
Atonio W. Ramirez
Col Ronnie B. Rondem
Da vid R. Schissler in
mem ory of his fa ther
Ger ald R. Skeel
Terry D. Smith

$196-$499
Don ald  Berg
Ed Braunstein
Har old Dolbee Jr.
Eric J. Eckland
A. Root Edmonson
John R. Ferdon 
Ed Griffen
Gordon Gutwein

John Pat rick Isley Jr.
Rob ert Kelly
George A. Kline
G.E. Will Kocher
Sam Mazzola
Ken McKenzie
Mike Murphy
Gary Park hurst
Larry K. Proc tor
Glen A. Reinhardt
Betty Ritchey in mem ory of
her hus band
Thomas F. Schmitz
Den nis F. Serio
Rich ard J. Smith
Larry Snyder
Vic tor J. Sudel
Wil liam G. Sullivan
Noel Whit man
Larry C. Wigton
Rich ard L. Zavatchan
Den nis J. Zysk 

  $100- $195
Jess I. Aus tin
Spencer Baba
Maurice Beauregard
John J. Bezuyen
Rodney J. Boltjes
Bill Breeton
Wil liam V. Brummett
Ron Bu chanan
Tim o thy Casey
Stan Cot trell
Charles M. Cresenz in mem -

ory of brother
Jo seph M. Cresenz in
mem ory of brother
James N. Delorme
Ron ald P. Dinsmore
Ste phen L. Earnes
Frank Elston
Thomas Fisher
Charles E. Finkbeiner
Chris to pher Flood
John Garst
Thomas J. Grabowski
Ron ald A. Guns
Rich Heroux
Larry Howard
John R. James
Jerry John son Jr.
An drew Kapustiak
Harry R. Kays
Cal vin L. King
Ken Lebeck
Steve E. Lenheim
James W. Lewellen
Billy Lightfoot
Jo seph McCourt
Law rence V. Mc Don ald
Terrence A. McKay
Leon Mehrkens
Delbert R. Milligan
Steve A. Moore
The o dore J.  Nedderman
War ren R. Neill Jr.
Roy Obrigewitch
James T. Overstreet
Wes Patterson

Mitch ell Paulo
Claude Poiter Jr.
Da vid A. Prawdzik
Charles Pyles
Pete Rojas
Charles Rus sell
Frank J. Scarpa
Frank lin Schafer
Rob ert S. Shankman
Fred C Shel don
Jackie L. Smith
Rus sell P. Smith 111
Wil liam Greg Spangenberg
John C. Stack
Wil liam Stauch
Don ald Thomas
Rich ard T. Van Remnen
Rich ard Viglasky
Wil liam G. Walker
Ben Walton
Olen R. Warner
Thomas Wilson
Mikel W. Yarmon
Gregory Young

We're sorry if we missed any -
one, and thank you to ev ery -
one in clud ing those who
do nated anon y mously.

Donors for the 196th Statue
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2021 RE UNION 
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UN TIL 2022
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James C. McCloughan
MOH
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Twi light in the Nam

By late 1971, Vietnamization of the war was in full swing. Only two in fan try bri gades re -
mained in-coun try. Pres i dent Nixon as sured the Amer i can pub lic that sol diers in Viet nam were 
only per form ing guard duty. The me dia por trayed U.S. forces in Viet nam as un dis ci plined and
mu ti nous, plagued by drugs, and seeth ing with ra cial ten sion.

In Twi light in the ‘Nam, the au thor de scribes his ex pe ri ence as a ri fle pla toon leader in
1971-72 as a mem ber of Co. C, 1st Bat tal ion, 46th In fan try, 196th Light In fan try Bri gade, the
same com pany that was over run on Firebase Mary Ann by the Viet Cong in March of 1971.
While he does not flinch from de scrib ing the re al i ties of drugs and ra cial ten sion, he does paint 
a pic ture of young Amer i can in fan try men on con tin u ous com bat op er a tions, do ing their best in
a lost cause.

Rain in Our Hearts

With words 
and pho to -
graphs, Rain
in Our Hearts
takes read ers
into Al pha
Com pany, 4th
Bat tal ion, 31st 
In fan try, 196th 
LIB, Americal
Di vi sion in
1969–1970.

Jim Logue, a pro fes sional pho tog ra pher, was drafted
and served as an in fan try man; he also car ried a cam era. 
“In or der to take my mind off the war,” he would say,
“I took pic tures.” Logue’s pho tos show case the daily
lives of in fan try men: set ting up a night laager, chat ting 
with lo cal chil dren, mak ing sup ply drops, and “hump -
ing” ruck sacks miles each day in search of the en emy.

His cam era re cords the in di vid ual ex pe ri ences and
daily lives of the men who fought the war. Ac com pa ny ing
Logue’s over 100 pho to graphs is the nar ra tive writ ten by
Gary D. Ford.

Want ing to re con struct the story of Al pha Com pany
dur ing the time in which Logue served, Ford and Logue
trekked across Amer ica to meet with and in ter view ev ery
sur viv ing mem ber whom they could lo cate and con tact.

Each chap ter of Rain in Our Hearts fo cuses on the
view point and life of one mem ber of Al pha Com pany, in -
clud ing as pects of life be fore and af ter Viet nam. The story
of the Com pany’s move ments and mis sions over the year
un fold as read ers are in tro duced to one sol dier at a time.

Rain in Our Hearts of fers read ers a win dow into the
words and sights of Alpha Company’s Vietnam War.

The Last Goodby

It’s a No vem ber day and a
visit to the grave site of An -
thony Rutigliano, one of
count less fallen Amer i can
young men from the Viet nam
war trig gers mem o ries of
years past for John Fratangelo.

This true story tells of the
life John and Tony, two in sep -
a ra ble cous ins had dur ing their 
young years as kids in the
Bronx and their ad ven tures to -
gether through their teen years 
and their time in Viet nam. 

The book has some hu mor ous mo ments but sadly they
are over whelmed by the heart aches and losses that oc cur
dur ing the mil i tary. The story is high lighted by the ap pa ri -
tion that John has of Tony on the night that John finds out
about Tony be ing killed in Viet nam. This scene was what
in spired the writ ing of this book. How ever, the story does
not end there. It goes on to tell of the tragic events that
con tinue in the life of John, nick named “Pizza” by his
Recon bud dies. 

“The Last Good bye” is a read that is sure to bring both
a smile on your face and a tear to your eyes and will have
a last ing im pact on the way peo ple who read it come to
feel about the com bat vet eran and have a new found re -
spect for ev ery man and woman who proudly serve their
coun try.

Al though the au thor was not in the 196th, your Ed i tor
worked with him for sev eral years, and perhaps be cause of 
each in di vid ual's "ghosts", they never spoke to each other
about their Viet nam ex pe ri ences. 

Books by
196th Au thors and Others
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This list is comprised of all the names that have been submitted to the Association since the last reunion in
August 2019. Some of the members passed prior to the last reunion, but were never reported in prior
newsletters. James Simms has researched the 4/31 roster and has provided much of the information for that
battalion, and that's why you will see more names from the 4/31.
We of ten are not no ti fied of a mem bers pass ing un til we get a no tice from the Post Of fice. If you have any
in for ma tion on the death of a 196th Brother, please send it to the Ed i tor.

Abbott, Roy, 20-May-49, 9-Nov-20, HHC, 1/46, 1970-71, Chino Valley, AZ, 

Anderson, John, , 15-Aug-18, C, 2/1, 1969-70, ENGLEWOOD, CO, 

Arnold, William, , 2-Dec-19, C, 3/21, 1968-69, BELLEFONTAINE, OH, LIFE MEMBER

Aubrey, Tom, , 6-Sep-13, B, 4/31, 1965-67, BELLE VISTA, AR, 

Baca, Jeffrey H., , 17-Oct-15, B, 4/31, 1967-68, MORRO BAY, CA, 

Bartnick, Lee, , 16-Mar-18, A, 4/31, 1968, HAMPSTEAD, MD, 

Beam, Dennis K, , 13-Nov-19, D, 4/31, 1968, LUPTON, MI, 

Beauregard, Maurice, , 29-May-19, B, 4/31, 1969-70, LEXINGTON, SC, 

Bernreuter, David, , 21-Jul-20, , , 1967-68, BAY CITY, MI, 

Blaylock, Tommie L., , 13-Jan-20, B, 4/31, 1967-68, HOLDEN, MO, 

Blum, David, , 16-Apr-20, D, 4/31, 1969-70, MORA, MN, 

Bodrick Jr., William, 11-Oct-29, 5-Mar-12, HHQ, 4/31, 1965-66, RICHMOND, VA, 

Brice, James, 16-Jan-48, 30-Nov-19, B, 2/1, 1968-69, SULPHUR SPRINGS, TX, LIFE MEMBER

Brown, MSG (Ret) Robert, , 12-Feb-16, B, 4/31, 1970, SAHUARITA, AZ, 

Caballero, Stephen S., 20-Nov-49, 12-Jan-21, HHC, 4/31, 1969-70, LONG BEACH, CA, 

Calafell, Ray, 19-May-49, 1-Apr-16, B, 4/31, 1970, TAMPA, FL, 

Capsolas, Chris, 12-May-46, 27-Nov-20, B, 4/31, 1965-67, East Hartford, CT, 

Cardaropoli, Fred J., 08-Apr-48, 11-Oct-16, A, 4/31, 1968-69, WAREHAM, MA,

Cassidy, Patrick J., 01-Feb-47, 28-Oct-19, D, 4/31, 1967-68, MIAMI, FL, 

Chalich, Joseph, , 14-May-14, B, 4/31, 1970, ST PAUL, MN, 

Clark, Lucious, , 4-Aug-16, D, 4/31, 1967-68, SAINT SIMONS ISLAND, GA, 

Cox, Steve, 22-Mar-44, 12-Sep-19, C, 2/1, 1967-68, GREENVILLE, SC, LIFE MEMBER

Craft, Roger, 05-Dec-39, 23-Jun-20, HHC, 156-SIG, 1966-67, ELBERTON, GA, LIFE MEMBER

Creviston, David, , 10-Feb-19,  , F-TRP, 1970-71, SHELBYVILLE, IL, 

Cutting, Raymond, 21-Apr-46, 4-Aug-17, B, 4/31, 1965-67, North Providence, RI, LIFE MEMBER

Czerkie, Raymond R., 07-Dec-32, 2-Nov-15, B, 2/1, 1965-67, ASHFORD, CT, 

Davis, Russell W, 18-Aug-45, 27-Oct-20, B, 3/21, 1966-67, MCCONNELLSVILLE, OH, 

Delia, Phillip, , Unk, C, 3/21, 1965-67, CHICAGO, IL, 

Den Braven, Edward, 11-Aug-47, 29-Mar-20, B, 3/82, 1967-68, VINELAND, NJ, 

Deriscavage, Julius, 16-Feb-48, 16-Mar-19, B, 2/1, 1968-69, MAHANOY CITY, PA, 

Donovan, Allen Ray, 7-Nov-48, 22-Sep-09, A, 4/31, 1969, PETERSBURG, WV,

Duffy, John E., 20-Aug-44, 21-Apr-20, A, 4/31, 1965-66, OSSINING, NY, LIFE MEMBER

Dull Knife Sr., Guy, , 31-Oct-19, B, 2/1, 1968-70, KYLE, SD, 

Dunbar, Sr., James L., 19-Apr-40, 24-Nov-08, HHC, HHQ, 1967-68, SENOIA, GA, 

Dutton, SGM (Ret) Rodney, , 23-Jan-11, B, 4/31, 1968-69, FAYETTEVILLE, NC, 

Efta, Lou, , 13-Feb-16, B, 4/31, 1969-70, ARGYLE, MN, LIFE MEMBER

Enwright, Bill, 02-Jan-48, 08-Apr-20, A, 3/21, 1968-69, PLEASANT PRAIRIE, WI, LIFE MEMBER

Farrow, Edward, , 16-Nov-20, A, 4/31, 1968-69, CAPE GIRARDEAU, MO, 

Flaherty, William, 30-Aug-45, 25-Jan-20, HHC, 4/31, 1966-67, HIGHLANDS, NJ, LIFE MEMBER

Flannery, Brendan, , 18-May-15,  , 6/31, Unk yrs, GROTON, CT, 

Flater, Bobbie J., 03-Apr-33, 23-Jun-19, HHC, 4/31, 1967-68, SOUTHAMPTON, NJ, LIFE MEMBER

Force, Joe, , 15-Nov-13, A, 4/31, 1965-67, BRADFORD, OH, 

Fox, Thomas D, 15-Nov-45, 2-Jan-20,  , F-TRP, 1965-67, MILWAUKEE, WI, 

Garrison, Glen P., 01-Jan-45, 07-Jun-10, A, 4/31, 1965-66, BUCKHANNON, WV,

Garver, Tim, , 21-Aug-15,  ,  , Unk yrs, VALPARAISO, IN, 

TAPS
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Gibson, Elmer, , 30-May-14, A, 4/31, 1965-67, WEBSTER SPRINGS, WV, 

Grazioplene, Rodger, , 6-Nov-20, B, 2/1, 1969, BATAVIA, NY, 

Gunnels, Millard, , 28-Sep-08, A, 4/31, 1966-67, MARTIN, KY, 

Hall, William L., 02-Mar-48, 5-Sep-20, A, 4/31, 1967-68, DES MOINES, IA, 

Harp, John S., , 12-Jun-98, A, 4/31, 1966-67, ASHEVILLE, NC,  

Hemingway, James, , 02-Apr-18, A, 4/31, 1968-69, ESTERO, FL,  

Henry, COL (RET) Cecil, 23-Apr-30, 1-Feb-20, HHC, 4/31, 1969-70, CORPUS CHRISTI, TX, LIFE MEMBER

Hertz, James, , 19-Dec-19, A, 4/31, 1965-67, POTTSVILLE, PA, 

Hodges, Garry, , 22-Feb-18, B, 4/31, 1969-70, LEES SUMMIT, MO, 

Hood, Joey L., , 01-Jun-18, , , 1967-68, , , 

Howard, Thomas, 26-Nov-43, 13-Dec-01, D, 4/31, 1969-70, Collingswood, NJ, 

Huftalen, Ronald, , 17-Oct-16, B, 4/31, 1967-68, ELMIRA, NY, 

Irelan, Joseph T., , 2-Oct-19, HHQ, 2/1, 1966-67, ALLENTOWN, PA, LIFE MEMBER

Jarol, Zabel, , 30-Sep-12, A, 4/31, 1966-67, HARKER HEIGHTS, TX,  

Kane, Linden, , 15-Jul-19, D, 4/31, 1968-69, DONIPHAN, MO, 

Kembel, Gary, , 20-Feb-16, A, 4/31, 1966-67, KLINGERSTOWN, PA,  

Kiely, Robert, 12-Oct-48, 16-Dec-16, B&E, 4/31, 1969-70, PALM COAST, FL, 

King, SGT (RET) Leonard, , 09-Mar-17, A, 4/31, 1965-67, KILLEEN, TX,  

Kirklin, Derald, , 15-Sep-07,  , F-TRP, 1966-67, KANSAS CITY, MO, 

Kokemueller, Kenneth, , 11-Sep-19,  , F-TRP, 1965-67, MILWAUKEE, WI, 

Kondratowitz, Steve, 27-Jul-45, 1-Feb-07, HHC, 4/31, 1965-67, Mohawk, NY, 

Kroesen, GEN (Ret) Frederick, 11-Feb-23, 30-Apr-20, HHQ, 196TH, 1968-69, ALEXANDRIA, VA, LIFE MEMBER

Kwasniak, John, 22-Sep-46, 1-Jan-09, C, 3/21, 1969, CHICAGO, IL, 

Lawrence, Stephens, 17 Dec 2018, B, 4/31, 1968-69, LINDEN, MI,

Lennington, Tommy F., 07-Jul-47, 12-Jul-12, A, 4/31, 1972, WINCHESTER, IN,  

Lewing, SFC (RET) Richard, , 02-Oct-20, A, 3/21, 1969-70, DES MOINES, IA, 

Lofton, John, , 9-Mar-15, A, 4/31, 1965-67, CEDAR PARK, TX, 

Maxfield, Donald E., 01-Nov-45, 21-Aug-20,  , 175-ENG, 1966-67, HALEDON, NJ, LIFE MEMBER

McCaul, LTC (RET) Ronald S., 15-Nov-29, 18-Nov-16, HHC, 4/31, 1966-67, MONTGOMERY, AL, LIFE MEMBER

McManus, William A., 19-Dec-44, 05-Jan-19, A, 4/31, 1965-67, DUMONT, NJ, LIFE MEMBER

Merrigan, Edward, , 9-May-19, C, 4/31, 1970, YONKERS, NY, 

Minton, Ronald P, 21-Jul-46, 7-Jul-18, C, 4/31, 1967-68, ODIN, IL, 

Monaco, Dana, , Unk, D, 3/21, 1971-72, SURPRISE, AZ, 

Nabors, Alford, , 26-Jan-17, B, 4/31, 1969, ANTLERS, OK, 

Nawodylo, Rene F, 01-Feb-45, 29-Dec-20, A, 4/31, 1965-67, CHICAGO, IL, 

Neely, Charles J, 25-Jun-41, 13-Jan-19, HHB, 3/82, 1965-66, WARRINGTON, PA, 

Nerud, Johnnie, 20-Jul-46, 6-Mar-20, A, 4/31, 1967-68, Great Falls, MT, LIFE MEMBER

Nesmith Jr., COL(Ret) Vardell E., , 26-Jun-20, D, 4/31, 1971-72, VIRGINIA BEACH, VA, 

Pataky, Ronald J., , 11-Feb-18, A, 4/31, 1966-67, CHICAGO, IL, 

Pelham, Charles (Andy), 11-Jan-43, 24-Oct-19, B, 3/21, 1966-67, WELLS, ME, 

Penick, Walter, , 7-Sep-12, B, 4/31, 1968, FARMVILLE, VA, 

Peters, James, , 16-Aug-13, A, 4/31, 1965-67, AVON, CT,  

Poe, Mason, , Unk,  , F-TRP, Unk yrs, LOUISVILLE, KY, 

Price, James F., 03-Dec-32, 29-Aug-12, A, 4/31, 1969, OVERLAND PARK, KS, 

Quinn, John, 16-May-40, 15-Dec-19, B, 3/21, 1965-67, EAST FALMOUTH, MA, 

Ramirez, Richard, , 2-Mar-18, B, 4/31, 1968-69, SPOKANE VALLY, WA, 

Richard, Fred J, 05-Jan-48, 22-Jan-18, D, 4/31, 1965-67, SPRINGFIELD, MA, LIFE MEMBER

Richards, James F., 19-Apr-37, 15-Dec-18, D, 4/31, 1967-68, FLORENCE, MT, 

Rigsby, Rodney, , 12-Nov-09, C, 4/31, 1967-68, BELL BUCKLE, TN, 

Robinson Jr., Acey, 26-Dec-47, 19-Mar-18, C, 4/31, 1968-69, ST JOSEPH, MO, LIFE MEMBER

Rodriquez, Thomas G., , 1-Sep-17, C, 4/31, 1966, LEAVENWORTH, KS, 

Rossom, Wayne, , 22-Mar-11, HHC, 4/31, 1967-68, BOGATA, TX, 

TAPS
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Ruggles, John, , 16-Apr-17, D, 4/31, 1970-71, CHRISTIANSBURG, VA, 

Sadler, William, , 12-Aug-12, A, 4/31, 1969-70, GREENWOOD, AR, 

Sanguedolce, Vince, , 5-Sep-18, B, 4/31, 1970-71, HUNTSBURG, OH, 

Scott, Robert, 1 Aug 2018, A, 4/31, 1970-71, VIRGINIA BEACH, VA,

Scotti, Jr. M.D., MG (Ret) Michael J., 30-Oct-38, 12-Sep-07, HHC, 4/31, 1967-68, ARLINGTON, VA, LIFE MEMBER

Servider, Edward V., 09-Sep-28, 3-Feb-18, HQ, 196-MP, 1965-67, EL PASO, TX, LIFE MEMBER

Shull, Jr., Rob ert, 1 Dec 2012, C, 4/31, 1968-70, CHERRY VILLE, NC,

Sitaris, Anthony, 02-Feb-41, 1-Jan-13, HHC, 196TH, 1965-66, ABINGDON, MD, 

Stonaker, Stephen M., 16-Jan-51, 17-Jul-06, E, 4/31, 1970-71, OSTEEN, FL, 

Tamish, John H., 15-Nov-47, 10-Jun-19, C, 4/31, Unk yrs, HAMBURG, NY, LIFE MEMBER

Taylor Jr., Harry B., 04-Jul-31, 9-Nov-12, C, 4/31, 1966-67, CARROLLTON, TX, 

Terry, Paul A., 11-Nov-46, 17-Oct-19, A, 4/31, 1967-68, BALDWIN, NY, LIFE MEMBER

Tice, Charles S., , 3-Apr-17, C, 4/31, 1965-67, PINE GROVE, PA, 

Timblin, Richard, , 6-Sep-19, D, 4/31, 1969-70, DULUTH, GA, 

Torres, Angelo, , 12-Jun-15, B, 4/31, 1966-67, READING, PA, 

Underwood, Bryan E., 19-Feb-45, 21-Jul-20, A, 4/31, 1965-67, BESSEMER CITY, NC, LIFE MEMBER

Ward, Larry, , 13-Nov-17, E, 2/1, 1969-70, ELYRIA, OH, 

Weyerich, Francis, , 1-Dec-19, HHC, 4/31, 1969-70, SEATTLE, WA, 

Whittaker, Mel, , 2-Jul-19, D, 4/31, 1969-70, FOND DU LAC, WI,

Widstrom, Ken, 5 Mar 21, D, 4/31, 1968, COON RAPIDS, MN, 

Will, Ronald, , 16-Sep-16,  ,  , Unk yrs, MANSFIELD, OH, 

TAPS

Fred er ick James Kroesen Jr.

(Feb ru ary 11, 1923 – April 30, 2020)

Fred er ick Kroesen was a United States Army four-star gen eral who served as the Com mand ing Gen eral of the Sev enth 
United States Army and the com mander of NATO Cen tral Army
Group from 1979 to 1983, and Com mand ing Gen eral, United States
Army Forces Com mand from 1976 to 1978. He also served as Vice
Chief of Staff of the United States Army from 1978 to 1979. He com -
manded troops in World War II, the Ko rean War, and the Viet nam War,
en abling him to be one of the very small num ber who ever was en ti tled
to wear the Com bat In fan try man Badge with two Stars, de not ing ac tive
com bat in three wars.

Kroesen was born in Phillipsburg, New Jer sey, the son of Jean
(Shillinger) and Fred er ick Kroesen, who worked for the New Jer sey
state gov ern ment. Kroesen moved to the Lawrenceville sec tion of Law -
rence Town ship, Mer cer County, New Jer sey as a child and he at -
tended Tren ton Cen tral High School. A 1944 grad u ate of Rutgers
Uni ver sity, he earned a Bach e lor of Sci ence de gree in Ag ri cul ture. He
earned Bach e lor of Arts (1962) and Mas ter of Arts (1966) de grees in In -
ter na tional Af fairs at George Wash ing ton Uni ver sity. In ad di tion, he was 
also a mem ber of Delta Up si lon fra ter nity to which his mem ber ship
traces back to his days at Rutgers Uni ver sity.
World War II

In 1944 Kroesen was com mis sioned through the In fan try Of fi cer
Can di date School at Fort Benning, Geor gia, then fought in World War II 

with the 254th In fan try Reg i ment of the 63rd In fan try Di vi sion. He was a com pany grade of fi cer, serv ing as pla -
toon leader and com pany com mander, in the fight ing in the Colmar Pocket and into Ger many. On the 26 and 27 Jan u ary
1945, he par tic i pated in the par tic u larly tough fight ing in Jebsheim.

                                                                                                                                (continued next page)
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Fred er ick James Kroesen Jr. (continued)

Ko rean War
Dur ing the Ko rean War Kroesen served in Ko rea with the 187th Air borne Reg i men tal Com bat Team.

Viet nam War
Kroesen was the com mander of the 196th Light In fan try Bri gade of the 23rd In fan try Di vi sion in 1968. He was an ad -

viser to the as sis tant chief of staff, J-3, in Viet nam, and then served there as com mander of the 23rd In fan try Di vi sion;
dep uty com mander, XXIV Corps; and com mand ing gen eral, First Re gional As sis tance Com mand.
Post-Viet nam

Af ter re turn ing from Viet nam, Kroesen served as Dep uty Com mander, XXIV Corps (1972), Com mand ing Gen eral,
82nd Air borne Di vi sion (1972–1974), Dep uty Com mand ing Gen eral, V Corps (1974–1975) and Com mand ing Gen eral,
VII Corps (1975–1976).

In 1976 Kroesen was pro moted to the rank of four star gen eral (O-10), be com ing the first Of fi cer Can di date
School (OCS) grad u ate to hold that rank. He then served as Com mand ing Gen eral, United States Army Forces Com mand
(1976–1978) and Vice Chief of Staff of the United States Army (1978–1979).
Red Army Fac tion At tack

From 1979 to 1983 Kroesen served as com mander of United States Army Eu rope and a com mander of the Sev enth
United States Army.

As Com mander of the United States Army Forces Com mand, Kroesen was in jured in Hei del berg on Sep tem ber 15,
1981, when his ar mored Mercedes was tar geted with an RPG-7 anti-tank rocket. Re spon si bil ity for the at tack was claimed 
by the “Kommando Gudrun Ensslin” of the Red Army Fac tion (a.k.a. Baader-Meinhof Gang). In 1991, West Ger man
pros e cu tors an nounced that for mer East Ger man se cret po lice leader Erich Mielke had been in dicted for col lu sion with the 
at tack.

Af ter re tir ing from the army in 1983, Kroesen be came a busi ness man. He was chair man of the board of Mil i tary Pro -
fes sional Re sources Inc. (in cor po rated in 1987) and a se nior fel low at the In sti tute of Land War fare of the As so ci a tion of
the United States Army. He was a Vice-Pres i dent of the Amer i can Se cu rity Coun cil Foun da tion. Gen eral Kroesen was a
Com pa triot of the George Wash ing ton Chap ter of the Vir ginia So ci ety of the Sons of the Amer i can Rev o lu tion based on
the ser vice of his an ces tor, Johannes Kroesen, who served as a sec ond lieu ten ant in the Bucks County Penn syl va nia Mi li -
tia dur ing the Rev o lu tion ary War.

Kroesen died in Al ex an dria, Vir ginia on April 30, 2020, at the age of 97 af ter a long ill ness.

PRO CE DURE FOR SUB MIT TING MA TE RIAL FOR PUBLICATION

In or der to pro vide an in ter est ing and rel e vant 196th As so ci a tion news let ter, we need YOU, the mem bers, to sub mit
your sto ries, pho tos, re quests, etc. The fol low ing are the types of ma te rial we are look ing for:

Sto ries - rel e vant to your 196th ex pe ri ences, ei ther in-coun try or af ter get ting home.
              Should be elec tron i cally sub mit ted, pref er a bly in .DOC or .TXT for mat to avoid hav ing to re type ev ery thing.
Pho tos - in ter est ing pho tos from Viet nam, with ex pla na tions or de scrip tions, pref er a bly as part of a story.
               Must be high qual ity, of 300 dpi or higher, and sub mit ted in .JPG for mat.
Let ters - may be short but of gen eral in ter est to the mem bers. No po lit i cal or con tro ver sial is sues, but can ex press an

opin ion on the Asso0ciation or your ser vice.
               May be sent hand writ ten reg u lar mail or pref er a bly by e-mail.
Re quests - may be "look ing for some one", or look ing for in for ma tion.
Deaths - re ports of a mem ber's pass ing should be sent in for pub li ca tion, and for our re union me mo rial ser vice.
Re search - ar ti cles or sto ries rel e vant to the his tory of the 196th.
                  These last three cat e go ries may be sent hand writ ten reg u lar mail, or pref er a bly by e-mail
Gary Noller will take over ed it ing re spon si bil i ties with the next news let ter and all ma te rial should be sent to him, pref -

er a bly by email at gnoller@aol.com. Sub mis sions by regular mail, or any ques tions should be co or di nated with Gary by
call ing him at 830-337-8115, leave a mes sage if there is no an swer. 
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Editor's Note

PASS ING OF THE TORCH

It seems like I’ve been do ing these news let ters for ever, but that’s not true.  I ac tu ally be gan this jour ney by vol un teer -
ing (never do that, did n’t the Army teach me any thing?) to type set and print the news let ter be ing pub lished by Bill
Knight. Bill was our first As so ci a tion Pres i dent, and mim eo graphed the first na tional news let ter in Jan u ary 1987. Our sec -
ond re union was com ing up in Cincinnati, and al though Bill pro vided all the ma te rial, I typed it up and pub lished the No -
vem ber 1987 edi tion.  It was des ig nated Num ber IV, be cause Bill had put out two prior to our be com ing a na tional
or ga ni za tion, and Num ber III was his mim eo graphed re union no tice and pub lish ing of the by laws. I ac tu ally had a let ter to 
the ed i tor pub lished in that edi tion plead ing with the As so ci a tion to never drop any one from the rolls, re gard less of dues
owed. I sug gested we could sell t-shirts and other items to ensure we didn’t run out of money from non-payment of dues. 

By June 1988, I was add ing small filler ar ti cles into Bill’s ma te rial, which led to my be ing des ig nated the Ed i tor for
the As so ci a tion at the Summerville, MA re union in July 1989. Bill’s typed min utes from that re union state “The news let -
ter will be pub lished 2 times per year”, and un der that in his hand writ ing it says, “Ken McKenzie  vol”. 

As our As so ci a tion was now grow ing, I was able to get Elec tronic Data Sys tems (EDS), the Ross Perot com pany, to
do nate a com puter and printer, along with soft ware to main tain our mem ber ship da ta base. In the next news let ter there
were com ments about how dif fi cult it was to trans fer the ad dress list from a Com -
mo dore 64 to the new Microsoft PC. Most of the early news let ter files are on 5 ¼”
floppy disks.

My first fully ed ited edi tion was Num ber VII, No vem ber 1989. Up un til around
1999 my wife and I put on all the ad dress la bels and stamps by hand, and sorted the
news let ters for the Post Of fice. As the num bers reached over 1000, we al most gave
up. It was only the dis cov ery of a mail ing house that saved the news let ter. Now I
could sup ply them a disk and the print ing and mail ing were han dled by oth ers. What 
a relief.

So - I agreed to con tinue as ed i tor for a few
more years. I’ve tried sev eral dif fer ent size
news let ters and done more color as the tech nol -
ogy im proved. As the years have passed it is be -
com ing harder to gather ma te rial, and I’ve pleaded at each re union for some one to take 
over the ed it ing job. I’ve apol o gized nu mer ous times for the sparse ness of news let ters, 
which are now down to one ev ery two years. This is n’t ac cept able to me, so I’m happy 
to an nounce that Gary Noller will take over the ed it ing po si tion with the next news let -
ter. Gary has been ed it ing the Americal News let ter for about 24 years, and does an
out stand ing job. He will put out one 196th As so ci a tion news let ter a year. Some of the
ar ti cles may be shared with the Americal news let ter, but the 196th will have its own
publication.

Gary will need as sis tance from the mem ber ship in gath er ing ma te rial to pub lish. He 
will need let ters, sto ries, pic tures, etc. to fill the news let ters.  As we tran si tion over to
Gary, I will put in struc tions on the 196th website of how to sub mit articles to him. Pre -
lim i nary in struc tions are on the fac ing page.

I have to ad mit, as much as a re lief it is to have Gary take over, there’s also some
nos tal gia over leav ing a job that’s given me a lot of sat is fac tion over the years, watch ing the As so ci a tion grow from about 
100 mem bers to over 6000, al though we’re be gin ning to de cline as we age. I’m proud that my in sis tence never to drop a
mem ber has al ways been fol lowed. The friends I’ve re tained, and the new friends I’ve made through the As so ci a tion will
always warm my heart.

 So af ter 34 years, I’m not go ing away, just pass ing the torch. Op tima fortuna, Gary.
Ken McKenzie 

Cop ies of ev ery 196th Newsletter
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CHOICE OF QUAL ITY

Jostens of fers you 4 dis tinct metal al loy cat e go ries: 10K, 14K, or 18K Yel low or White Gold, Lustrium, and Questra.

18K Gold is the ul ti mate pres tige metal, en joy its bril liance for a life time.

14K Gold is rich and el e gant with a du ra bil ity you'll ap pre ci ate.

10K Gold - our most pop u lar qual ity and an ex cel lent choice to com mem o rate your spe cial years.

Lustrium is an af ford able al ter na tive if you want the bright qual i ties of white gold.

Questra gives your ring a price less golden look and a bril liant sur face that is so du ra ble it car ries Jostens ex clu sive life -

time war ranty.

Which ever al loy you choose, each has out stand ing du ra bil ity and wearability char ac ter is tics - backed by Jostens rep u -

ta tion for qual ity.

JOSTENS FULL WAR RANTY

For The Life time Of The Ring

Ev ery Jostens Mil i tary Ring is de signed and crafted to ex act ing qual ity stan dards.

Jostens war rants the ring to be free from de fects of ma te rial and work man ship for the life of the ring. Any ring not

meet ing these stan dards will be re placed if nec es sary, with an iden ti cal ring with out charge.

In ad di tion, Jostens Full War ranty pro vides these spe cial ben e fits for the life of the ring with out charge:

Resizing will be per formed with out charge.

De fec tive or bro ken sim u lated stones will be re placed with out charge.

THE 196th RING
The 196th Light In fan try Bri gade As so ci a tion has worked with Jostens to cre ate a Pres tige Ring for Vet erans of

the 196th. This ring will only be avail able thru the 196th As so ci a tion

Name______________________________________________________

Street______________________________________________________

City____________________________ State______ Zip_____________

Tel. Number________________________________________________

Send Orders To:

196th Light Infantry Brigade Association
c/o Dave Eichhorn
328 Deming Rd

Fleming, OH 45729-5019

196th ORDER FORM
White Lustrum....................$189.00
Questra.............................$259.00

10 Karat YellowGold.........$664.00
14 Karat Yellow Gold........$989.00
18 Karat Yellow Gold......$1589.00

10 Karat White Gold..........$664.00
14 Karat White Gold..........$989.00
18 Karat White Gold........$1589.00

Engraving (inside ring)

(3) Initials

Full Name (or other)
21 LETTERS & SPACES

(FREE)

add $15.00

Stones Smooth           Facet

Garnet (Jan)
Amethyst (Feb)
Aquamarine (Mar)

Infantry MP Crossed Pistols Artillery Crossed Bayonets

White Spinel (Apr)
Shamrock (May)
Alexandrite (Jun)

Ruby (Jul)
Peridot (Aug)
Fire Blue (Sept)

Rose Zircon (Oct)
Topaz (Nov)
Blue Zircon (Dec)

Black Onyx
Mother of Pearl

Encrusting on Stones (available on smooth stones only)..................................................................................add $15.00

Finger Size
Your correct ring size may be 
obtained at a jewelry store.

Sub Total

7% State Sales Tax

Shipping (per ring)

Total

ALL BIRTHSTONES ARE SIMULATED
 Sales Tax Must Be Added

Order Must Have Finger Size 5.95
Allow 6-8 weeks for delivery.
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Prices shown include postage & handling.

Description           Price       Quantity      Amt Due

All weather 196th Flag (Durable/Double-sided) $68.00 ____  x  $68.00 =  _______       

3 Flag Desk Set (US, 196th, POW/MIA)  $10.00 ____ x  $10.00 =  _______

196th LIB Large Tankard$20.00____x  $20.00 =  _______

196th LIB Patch Coffee Mug$ 6.50____x  $ 6.50 =   _______

196th LIB Patch Magnet (4” x 6”)$ 6.50____x  $ 6.50 =   _______

196th LIB Patch Wall Clock$ 7.50____x  $ 7.50 =   _______

196th LIB Patch Engraved Tumbler$ 7.50____x  $ 7.50 =   _______

196th LIB Challenge Coin  $ 7.50 ____  x  $ 7.50 =   _______

196th Patches – Full Color  $ 4.00 ____  x  $ 4.00 =   _______

196th Brigade Crests “Ahead of the Rest”  $ 5.00  ____  x  $ 5.00 =   _______

Newly Au tho rized Uni form Item
196th CSIB Pin (Com bat Ser vice ID Badge)$15.00____   x  $15.00 =   _______

196th LIB Out side Win dow/Bumper Sticker         $ 2.00 ____  x  $ 2.00 =   _______

196th LIB Patch Lapel Pin  $ 3.00 ____  x  $ 3.00 =   _______

Classic (White) 196th LIB T-shirt 

5XL__4XL__3XL__ 2XL__ XL__ L__ M__$15.00____ x  $15.00 =   ______

Order Total  =     _________

Make check payable to:  196th LIB Assn

Mail to: 196th LIB Assn, Dave Eichhorn - Treasurer, 328 Deming Rd, Fleming, OH 45729-5019

Follow-up or questions about merchandise: 
Quartermaster - Rich "Doc" Mosher, rpm196@hotmail.com, 847-922-6011: 

(Suggestion: Make a copy of this page)

196th Merchandise Order Form
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Dues Re newal Form
(other side)

Please include your old address also  if you have moved.

31st Infantry Regiment Association Reunion

Po lar Bears

The 31st In fan try Reg i ment As so ci a tion has re sched uled their 2020 re union to Sep tem ber 18 - 22, 2021. The re union
will be held at the Hol i day Inn & Con fer ence Cen ter, in Rock Is land, Il li nois  (Quad Cit ies).

The sched ule will in clude din ners, ban quet, and sev eral tours. The high light of the re union will be the ban quet on Sept, 
21, at which time the Shang hai Bowl Cer e mony and for mal toasts to the 31st US In fan try Reg i ment will take place.

The ho tel rate is $85.00 per night and in cludes a hot break fast ev ery morn ing and free air port shut tle (Quad City In ter -
na tional Air port).

Din ners, tours, and cruises are op tional and sep a rate cost.
For in for ma tion about the re union you may con tact: Char lie Tapp, Com mander, ctapp94@gmail.com, home:

864-473-1999 or cell: 864-680-9165



 
Name: _____________________________________________Telephone:_____________________________

Street:____________________________________________________________________________________

City: _______________________________________State:_________________Zip:_____________________

Dates served in the 196th:     From: __________________________ To: ___________________________

Unit:  Bat/Reg _________________________ Com pany or Bat tery _______________ Pla toon____________

Ser vice #: _________________________  Date of Birth: _______________ E-mail:_____________________

        ___I can not join at this time, but please add my name to the mail ing list.               ___Ad dress Change

      ___Mem ber ship Re newal            ___New Mem ber               ___Life Mem ber      $_________  Do na tion

Dues are $20.00 for the year.                                                                Life time Mem ber ship: $196.00
I would like (num ber):

_______ Ad di tional Bumper Stickers @ $2.00 ea.                          _______ Ad di tional De cals @ $2.00 ea.

Not in cluded with mem ber ship pack age:

_______ La pel Pin @ $3.00 ea.     T-Shirt @ $15 each, (num ber of each size or dered) ____XXL, ____XL,  ____L,  ____M         
      

Fill out and re turn form with your re mit tance to:

196th Light In fan try Bri gade As so ci a tion
Dave Eichhorn
328 Deming Rd
Flem ing, OH 45729-5019 

MEM BER SHIP

Ev ery year, un for tu nately, we lose
some of the mem bers on whose sup port
we have counted. We have al ways been
able to in crease the mem ber ship slightly in 
spite of that through en roll ment of new
mem bers. But, while get ting new mem bers 
is ex tremely im por tant to us, it is far more
im por tant that we re tain your in ter est and
good will. So please take a min ute now to
check your mail ing la bel. If your dues
have ex pired or you have never paid dues,
fill out the re newal slip and send it back to
us with your check. We re ally need you! 

You re ceive with your mem ber ship: 
A mem ber ship card, one bumper
sticker, and one win dow de cal.

CHECK YOUR
 MAILING LA BEL

FOR YOUR
 DUES  EX PI RA TION DATE

LO CA TOR SER VICE

The 196th LIB As so ci a tion will search its da ta base, on re quest, to at tempt to lo cate bud dies you may want to find.
Sim ply send a writ ten or e-mail re quest to Dave Eichhorn, Sec re tary, stat ing the name if you know it. We can also do a
search by unit and year. State the Com pany, Bat tal ion, and year(s) to search. We will send you a print-out of up to ten
names re turned by the search. If the search re turns more than ten names, we will just send you the names with out ad -
dresses. Look over the list to see if you want to get in touch with any one, and we will send you those ad dresses.

The pur pose of not send ing long lists of names and ad dresses is to pro tect the mail ing list from pos si ble com mer cial
ex ploi ta tion. We have spent a lot of time and ef fort build ing our mem ber da ta base and do not want it used in dis crim i -
nately.

We cur rently have over 6,000 names on our mail ing list so maybe we can help you find that long lost buddy.
Lo cat ing on the Web

You can also leave a mes sage on the 196th Website Guestbook at: www.196th.org to search for friends or in for ma -
tion. Make sure you leave con tact in for ma tion such as an e-mail ad dress, home ad dress, or phone num ber. When leav ing
an e-mail ad dress, use “at” in stead of the @ sign to pre vent spammers from get ting your e-mail ad dress. 

The Web Fo rum
The Web Forum has not worked in sev eral years be cause the com pany that sup plied the soft ware went out of busi ness

and we are un able to re vise the fo rum for the more mod ern serv ers our website runs on. 

LET US KNOW IF YOUR AD DRESS CHANGES



Pres i dent: Mike Timmerman
1114 Buck Ridge Rd

Bushkill, PA 18324-7785 

(201) 206-7430

E-mail: President196@196th.org

Vice-Pres i dent: Don DeGain
7807 Pineview Dr

Odessa, FL 33556-4122

(813) 748-5185

E-mail: VicePres196@196th.org

Sec re tary/Tresurer: Dave Eichhorn
328 Deming Rd

Flem ing, OH 45729-5019

(740) 678-2001

E-mail: Secretary196@196th.org

 

NEWSLETTER & WEBSITE

196th Light Infantry Brigade Association

OFFICERS

MEM BER SHIP AP PLI CA TION

Please make sure you fill in the ap pli ca tion com pletely. There are sev eral sim i lar names on our mail ing list, so we need 
the old ad dress as well as the new ad dress if you move.

There is a spot on the ap pli ca tion where you may des ig nate an ad di tional do na tion to the As so ci a tion if you would
like. Sev eral of our mem bers have asked to use this do na tion to pay some one’s dues who may not be able to af ford it. We
have achieved tax-ex empt sta tus and con tri bu tions are now tax de duct ible on your in come tax.

Our tax ex empt sta tus also al lows us to take ad van tage of lower postal rates.

Rev. Ed Griffin 
294 Rain bow Dr. #12497

Livingston, TX 77399-2024

Of fice phone: 317-850-4339

E-mail is: Chap lain196@196th.org

              CHAPLAIN

196th AS SO CI A TION
TAX EX EMPT STATUS

The 196th Light In fan try Bri gade As so ci a tion has re ceived tax ex empt sta tus. This means that con tri bu tions
are tax de duct ible on your in come tax. This in cludes your con tri bu tions to the 196th Me mo rial Statue.

We are also able to re duce mail ing costs as a tax ex empt or ga ni za tion.

Ed i tor: Ken McKenzie
PO Box 84

Eaton, NH 03832

(603) 447-8902

E-mail ad dress: Editor196@196th.org

In com ing Ed i tor: Gary Noller
PO Box 1268

Cen ter Point, TX 78010

(830 377-8115

E-mail: gnoller@aol.com




